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EXPLANATORY NOTES

He returned to Spain in 1820 and fought against the conservative
Absolutists and the French troops backing them, but again fled
Spain from 1823 to 1833, Joaquin de Pablo y Antéa, known s
Chapalangarra, Governor of Alicante in 1823, resisted the French
troopsthat had invaded Spain inan attempt to restore the absoluze
moenatchy. He took refuge in England, returned to Spain in 1830
intending to organize a revolution, but was captured by Royalist
forces and shot,

mansansiia: a very dry, fortified white wine, sometimes classed as
a sherry. Sanhicar de Barrameda is the centre for the trade in this
wine. It has a slightly salty taste, supposedly attributable to the
proximity of the vines to the sea.

Caliph Haroin-al-Raschid: the historical Harun ar-Rashid (b. 766
01 763, d. 809) was fifth caliph of the ‘Abbasid dynasty. From his
capital, Baghdad, he ruled an empire that extended from the
western Mediterranean 1o India, excluding only Byzantium, The
opulence and luxury of his court were romanticized in the
fabulous descriptions of the Thousand and One Nighes, which con-
tains many tales recounting his nocturnal wanderings in disguise
through the streets of Baghdad.

Saint Nicholas: Mérimée appears 20 have overlooked the fact that
in Spain Christmastide gifts are traditionally brought te children
not by Saint Nicholas (Santa Claus), but by the Three Wise Men
(Los Reyes Magos), on 6 Jan. (Epiphany).

their shirts, of which we had wrgent need: this remark throws new
light on the first narrator’s reflexion in the third paragraph of the
story (page 2): *. . . what would he want with my shirts and my
Elzevir Commentaries? 1s i1 simply coincidence that five years
tarlier, in Colomba (chapter XX), Mérimée had made another
bandit, Castriconi, request Orso della Rebbia to provide him with
an edition of Horace, whereupon Orso had offered the bandit an
Elzevir edition?



